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Introduction

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and comments, for
Questions 1-7 of Paper 1 of the International GCSE English Language A. This was the second
summer examination of the new specification in English Language 9-1 and the entry had increased
substantially from summer 2018.

The specification consists of three components:

* Paper 1: Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing - 60% (this examination);

* Paper 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing- 40% (examination) OR

* Paper 3: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing- 40% (coursework).

* There is also an optional Spoken Language Endorsement (non-examination assessment).

Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing is assessed through an examination lasting 2 hours and
15 minutes with a total of 90 marks. The paper is organised into two sections each worth 45 marks.

Section A: Non-fiction

This section is worth a total of 45 marks, tests reading skills and is based on an unseen passage (Qs
1-3) and a text from the International GCSE English Anthology (Q4) with a total word count across
the two extracts of approximately 2000 words. Q5 asks candidates to compare the two texts.

In this series, the unseen extract was adapted from Rescued! by Sam Greenhill, an article originally
published by The Daily Mail recounting the rescue of the explorer, Benedict Allen, who vanished in
the jungle in Papua New Guinea in 2017. The Anthology text was the article Explorers or Boys
Messing About? by Steven Morris in which he gives an account of the rescue of two explorers after
their helicopter crashes in the Antarctic.

Candidates are advised to spend about 1 hour and 30 minutes on this section.

Section B: Transactional Writing

This section, also worth a total of 45 marks, offers candidates a choice of two transactional writing
tasks. A particular form will always be specified and for this series the two tasks were to write a
letter to the editor of a local newspaper in response to an article with the headline ‘Young people
today lack any desire for adventure’ (Q6) or a section for a guide giving advice on the importance of
preparation (Q7).

Candidates are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section.

The Assessment Objectives for this paper are:

Section A: Reading

AO1: Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and
perspectives (Q1, Q2, Q3)

AO2: Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their
effects (Q4)
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AO3: Explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these
are conveyed (Q5)

Section B: Writing

AO4: Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for
specific purposes and audiences (Q6 or Q7)

AO5: Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate
paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation (Q6 or Q7)

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all
candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. The vast
majority of candidates sitting the paper in this series responded very positively to all questions.

It was clear that candidates were all able to show some understanding of the ideas in the unseen
text, which examiners felt ‘proved engaging’ to candidates and which offered a range of obvious
and more subtle comparisons with the anthology text that had been studied. Candidates had been
prepared well and all had, at varying levels, acquired and developed the skills of interpretation and
analysis.
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Question 1

This question, which tests the skills of selection and retrieval, is intended to serve as a
straightforward way into the paper and build confidence on the part of the candidates, almost all of
whom were able to gain the two marks available.

The important advice for this question is to look at the line references given and to select words or
phrases from the passage, not to attempt to use own words and not to spend time giving comment
or explanation which cannot be rewarded here.

On the few occasions where both marks were not achieved, this was because candidates had
selected material from outside the line references or had copied the lines in their entirety. There
were a number of possible answers, but candidates do need to select carefully: e.g. 'no satellite
phone' was acceptable but 'no satellite' on its own was not.

Text One: Rescue from the jungle

1 From lines 6 - 8, select two words or phrases that show why Benedict Allen was
unable to get help.

1..00..... ‘Sa,ﬁ’-’-ut{'d ___________ e_hmﬂ, ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2o 000 GRS Al
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< / Resultslus

VN Examiner Comments

This response gains two marks. Two correct phrases have been carefully
selected and clearly set out on the answer page.

.00, .contack  puith the.  owtside werid

™

i =7 _
4 / Resultsius

V‘é Examiner Comments

This response also gains two marks but has provided more than is required
by including three phrases in the space for the second point.
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\ ResultsPlus
| Examiner Tip

Any one of the three phrases selected for the second point would have been
sufficient to gain the mark.

V/N Examiner Comments

Whilst the phrase and word do seem relevant to the question, they are from
the first paragraph - not from the given line references - and so no marks can
be awarded.

&34\ ResultsPus
\1 Examiner Tip

Always highlight or underline the given line references for each of questions
1, 2, and 3 in the Extracts Booklet, so you can be sure that you are using the
correct part of the text for your answer.
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Examiner Comments

This response gains two marks for 'no contact with the outside world' and 'no
satellite phone'.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

There is no need to offer any comment on the words or phrases selected as
this can gain you no additional marks.
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Question 2

This question moves on from Question 1 by directing candidates towards a larger section of the
text. Nearly all candidates achieved the full four marks for this question, which tests the skills of
retrieval and interpretation and requires candidates to use their own words as far as possible.

In this examination, the question asked candidates to explain the difficulties Benedict Allen faced
on his return journey using lines 43-54. There were a number of possible responses to this
question and most candidates gained full, or nearly full, marks by working through the given lines
and clearly explaining the range of hardships that the explorer had to deal with such as bad
weather, disease and venomous creatures.

The most successful approach to this question is to make four clear and distinct points and one
examiner noted that some candidates 'presented their points very efficiently with each point set
out separately'. It is important to remember that the question, in this instance, asked for
explanation and therefore, although it is not necessary to write at length, it is not acceptable to
bullet point answers and the response must be written in full and complete sentences that clearly
show understanding and secure interpretation. Supporting quotations are not required for this
question. Where candidates did not achieve full marks, it was because they copied extensively from
the text or used material from outside the given line references.

2 Look again at lines 43 - 54,

In your own words, explain the difficulties Benedict Allen faced on his return
journey. '
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< {/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate has very clearly used their own words and
makes four valid points: conflict between the tribes; heavy showers; his
shelter is destroyed and venomous wildlife.

\ i
4\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

B
|
1

-

It is perfectly possible to gain the full four marks with a concise and focused
answer. There is no need to use the full page.

) o webdue b bl dindones

A
< {/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate has made a number of brief valid points and
set them out separately, signalling to the examiner the different difficulties

referred to.

Although four valid points would have been sufficient, the candidate has
included an additional one to secure the marks.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Starting a new line for each point works well as it helps both you and the
examiner to identify the different points made.

OV Nsceavrn 4 Jowrney  Reaedith G
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Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate makes three clear points: malaria; storms
destroy his shelter and he was soaked. A further relevant point would have
led to full marks.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Check carefully the number of points you have made. Four valid points will
achieve full marks.
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< ResultsPlus
/"“‘ Examiner Comments

This candidate works hard to use their own words and quickly makes four
clear points: he is freezing and soaked; he was advised not to proceed; there
was an aggressive argument between the tribes; he is developing malaria.

These would have been sufficient for full marks but the candidate works
through the whole passage and makes many more valid points, covering all
of those on the mark scheme.

This is an extremely full response that does far more than is needed for full
marks.

\. Examiner Tip

Do not spend too long on this question. Bear in mind that you can only gain
four marks so use your time wisely and allow time to plan and develop your
responses to the questions with more marks.
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Question 3

This is the final AO1 question; it is worth 5 marks and, like Question 2, requires candidates to show
their understanding of the text by selecting and interpreting ideas, information and perspectives.
For this examination, they were asked to describe the feelings of Benedict Allen’s wife, Lenka, using
lines 60-72. In Question 3, candidates are told that they ‘may support’ their points ‘with brief
qguotations’ and many did so to good effect.

Many candidates adopted the successful approach of making five clear points written in full and
complete sentences and supported by relevant brief quotations. There is no need for comments on
the language used in the quotations and examiners noted that a number of candidates spent time
on analysis of language and structure, an AO2 requirement, for which they could not here be
credited and which sometimes led to them making only two or three rewardable points.

The majority of candidates gained full or nearly full marks, but where this was not the case it was
because they had made only a couple of points or failed to focus on the question and offered
points that related to other parts of the text. Some candidates moved away from the question to
offer their own opinions on the actions of the explorer, but this was not a requirement of the
question, and therefore, meant that they could not be rewarded.

Some candidates expected long quotations to act as a substitute for their own understanding and
commentary, but answers including overlong quotations rarely gained full marks. Some candidates
selected relevant short quotations but expected these on their own to make the point. The best
answers used a good balance of short quotation and explanation, and, paying attention to how
many marks the question is worth, made five clear points. As with Question 2, setting these out
separately can assist the candidate to check how many points they have made and signals to the
examiner that there are five discrete points.

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01
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3 From lines 60 - 72, describe Lenka's thoughts and feelings.
You may support your points with brief quotations.
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{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate offers a sound interpretation of Lenka's
thoughts and feelings through making five clear points that are supported
effectively by brief quotations: panic; helpless; desperate; feels something

was wrong; angry.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has adopted an efficient approach that works effectively and
saves time. Points are made with brevity, but the key feeling is underlined
and so clearly signalled to the examiner and each point is supported by a
brief quotation.

@ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

In terms of content, this is the minimum that would gain five marks. Make
sure that you offer enough in the way of description to show a secure
interpretation of the passage.

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01

.% 1 puiads gepun): ”W@

15



ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has selected two valid feelings, that Lenka is worried and that
she is angry. There is some description of why she feels this way and brief
supporting quotations. Two marks were awarded to this response.

() -
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

For question 3, aim to make five different points; the mark schemes will show
that there are always more than five possible points that would successfully
answer the question.
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/ ResultsPlus
/""“‘" Examiner Comments

s
S
|

This is an impressive answer, but the candidate does far more than is needed
to gain full marks, including some language analysis, which is not required for
AOT.

This is a very perceptive and sensitive response that shows excellent
understanding and completely deserves full marks.

\ ResuitsPlus
, Examiner Tip

Remember this is still an AO1 question, so you do not need to analyse
language and will not gain any additional marks for doing so.

Ensure that you use your examination time wisely and allow ample time for
the questions that are worth more marks.
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Question 4

This question will always be on Text Two, the Anthology text, and is assessed for AO2: Understand
and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects. It is therefore
a more challenging and discriminatory question and is worth 12 marks divided over 5 levels.

In this examination, candidates were asked how the writer uses language and structure in the
extract Explorers or boys messing about? Either way, taxpayer gets rescue bill to show what people
thought about the actions of the two explorers.

This piece contains a wide range of features of language and structure as exemplified in the mark
scheme, but examiners were advised that these are just examples of possible points that could be
made and instructed that they must reward any valid points that candidates make that are securely
rooted in the text. There does not need to be an equal number of points on language and
structure, but both should be addressed as, indeed, they were by nearly all candidates.

It was evident to examiners that most candidates had a secure knowledge of this text and could
approach the question with confidence. Some candidates spent too long on an introduction that
set out what they intended to do and a conclusion that summed up what they had done, neither of

which contributed usefully to the acquisition of marks and time could have been spent more wisely.

Some candidates used an additional answer sheet which should not be necessary if they start with
an immediate focus on the use of language and structure.

Examiners commented that nearly all of the responses they saw offered at the least a clear
understanding of the text and they were also pleased to note that this year there appeared to be
very few who simply identified techniques or gave very generic comments about their effect.

At the lower levels, candidates described and made general comments on the text with, at times,
limited focus on the question although most were able to say that the explorers were presented as
‘childish’. Mid-level candidates tended to work through the article methodically, made a sound
range of points and selected apt textual references for support, but often did not move on to
analyse closely the impact or connotations of individual words and phrases or fully consider the
effect of the structural features. The most successful responses engaged with the text with real
enthusiasm, looked at the range of opinions given evaluatively and considered the issue of bias on
the part of the writer. At this level, candidates were discriminating in their use of quotations, linking
different parts of the text.

Some candidates tended to spend too long on unnecessary introductions and conclusions that
simply repeated the points already made; the focus should be on making a range of relevant
points, not simply reiteration. There is no requirement for any comparison with Text One in this
question.

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01
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Text Two: Explorers or boys messing about? Either way, taxpayer gets rescue bill.

Remind yourself of the extract Explorers or boys messing about? Either way, taxpayer
gets rescue bill (Text Two in the Extracts Booklet).

4 How does the writer use language and structure in Text Two to show what people
thought about the actions of the two explorers?

You should support your answer with close reference to the extract, including brief
quotations.
(12)
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'/"*‘ Examiner Comments

The writing is small and cramped so the response initially looks brief, but the
candidate makes a range of language and structure points that show a clear
understanding. Whilst there might be some doubt about whether the
guotation is an example of hyperbole, the candidate is clearly explaining
vocabulary choice and makes a valid point.

The initial point about punctuation would have benefited from further
explanation and development e.g. what exact 'effect' the writer achieved and
the final paragraph makes a rather vague point about ‘the public's feelings'
without commenting on what they are.

Overall, however, a sound understanding is shown and points are supported
by appropriate quotations.

*\ ResuitsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

To achieve above level 3, remember to look closely at the impact and effect of
individual words, phrases and structural features.

Try to ensure that your handwriting is clear and legible so that it is easy for
the examiner to read.
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/ ResultsPlus
/"*‘ Examiner Comments

i
|

This is an extremely assured and wide-ranging response that shows very
perceptive understanding throughout. The candidate's opening sentence
makes an astute point about structure which is then further explored. There
is a developed analysis of the author’s own opinion and the issue of bias.

The candidate skilfully references 'the lexical patterning of theatre' with some
perceptive word-level analysis and then moves on to consider how the writer
supports his view with facts, the views of experts and Mr Brooks' wife.

The selection of references is discriminating and the candidate uses literary
terms precisely and accurately. This response does more than enough for full
marks.
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/ ResultsPlus
'/"*‘ Examiner Comments

This is an example of a secure level 4 response. The opening paragraph
immediately explores the attitudes expressed towards the two men by
focusing on the headline. A pertinent point is made about how it 'infers many
people view the men as childlike and subsequently their actions as being
foolish and juvenile' but there could have been some further close word- level
analysis.

In the second paragraph, points on structure are developed and the
candidate makes the thoughtful statement that structure is manipulated for
specific effect and that Jo Vestey's comments are 'used as a springboard' for
the headline.

The third paragraph moves on to look at language. References could be a
little more wide-ranging, e.g. the views of experts have not been taken into
consideration, but understanding of the article is very thorough.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this brief response, the candidate does show understanding that the men
are viewed as 'childish' and picks up on some language and structural
features i.e. why Gunter Endres might be 'surprised' and the use of direct
speech. The response does more than merely identify techniques and brief
comments are offered; overall, however, it is very slight and a mark of 3 in
level 2 was awarded.

() -
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Revise all the anthology texts carefully as you never know what might come
up and attempt each question as every mark gained counts.
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Question 5

This question provides the only assessment in the specification of AO3: Explore links and
connections between writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed.

This question is the most demanding of those in Section A and, with 22 marks distributed between
5 levels, carries almost half of the total marks available for reading so it is extremely important that
candidates allow time to plan carefully and then aim to make a good range of relevant points.

Examiners recognise the challenge of the question and it was pleasing to note that nearly all
candidates rose to this and managed to make links at some level between the two texts which
examiners felt gave them ‘a wealth of points they could have written about'. It is clear that
candidates are generally being well-prepared for the task, with one examiner noting that ‘there was
a distinct improvement in responses to this question compared to last year'. Another examiner
commented: ‘It was pleasing to see that almost all could write a well-structured comparative essay,
rather than writing about one text then the other.’

At the lower end, candidates sometimes wrote more about one text than the other or tended to
make obvious points of similarity for example ‘both extracts are about explorers’, ‘both are
newspaper reports’, ‘both are rescued’ and ‘in both texts there is a wife who helps’. Often these
responses became narrative in approach or focused on very few ideas. Whilst some candidates
wrote about each text separately with little comparison, most at this level were able to draw some
links between the writers’ ideas with some degree of success and make some straightforward
comments about language and/or structure; there were very few indeed who only wrote about one
text.

Examiners were pleased to read many very assured responses that included astute analysis of
language and structural features; the most successful also noted the difference in perspective and
tone. Where candidates had studied the idea of bias for Text Two, they were often able to bring this
to bear in their analysis of Text One. Many candidates felt that the authorial viewpoint was more
sympathetic in Text One with some claiming the writer admires Allen, portraying him as heroic and
a victim of circumstance whereas others aligned the text more with The Guardian article and felt he
was ultimately presented as foolish, selfish and ill-prepared. High-achieving responses looked at
how Allen himself makes the statement -and very obvious link with Text Two- at the end of the
piece ‘l guess boys will always be boys, or explorers will always be explorers’ and some further
commented on the judgement inherent in the final single word sentence to describe how he
laughs: ‘Alone.’

There are different ways to approach this question, but examiners noted that the most successful
responses made a wide range of appropriate, developed and thoughtful comparisons with
supporting references from both extracts; this led to the balance required for marks within levels 4
and 5.
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Question 5 is based on both Text One and Text Two from the Extracts Booklet.

5 Compare how the writers present their ideas and perspectives about the events
described.

Support your answer with detailed examples from both texts, including brief
quotations,
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Examiner Comments

This response sits firmly in the middle of level 3. The candidate makes a
range of points which are supported by appropriate and relevant textual
references.

The candiates offers a brief introduction and then goes on to consider the
idea of the explorers in both texts being experienced, the attitudes of the
wives in each text and the issue of whether the men in each text are
explorers or boys.

The comparisons are more than ‘obvious’ and, whilst there are only three that
have a developed explanation, the conclusion does make passing references
to other points of similarity.

o

A4\ ResultsPus
\\3 Examiner Tip

To move beyond attainment within level 3, it is important to consider the
perspectives of the writers of the texts.
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Examiner Comments

There is a wide range of comparisons within this response and the candidate
considers a range of features.

The answer begins with a brief introduction that sets out some of the points
that the candidate goes on to explore.

It moves on to look closely at structure and tone and points out the different
tones apparent in Text One - serious, tense, light-hearted- compared to the
‘consistent, opinionated, critical' tone of Text Two.

The candidate also examines the use of language in each text with some apt
comments on verbs and adjectives.

There is some repetiton of ideas within the response, but overall, the
exploration of ideas and perspectives places this firmly in the middle of
level 4.
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VN Examiner Comments

The response starts with a general and obvious comparison that 'the main
theme in both articles is survival and rescue' and goes on to pick up on
elements of tone i.e. that Text One is 'serious' and 'has a sense of suspense
and real adventure' whilst Text Two has 'humour and sarcasm'. These points
show understanding and promise, but unfortunately, the candidate does not
go on to explain or develop them.

There are some further brief points of similarity and contrast and the
candidate offers comment and opinion on the texts, but also makes some
rather sweeping statements that are not supported by any close textual
references.

There is no explanation of ideas and this remains as more of an overview
and, as such, it gains a mark at the top of level 2.

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

The question instructs you to 'Support your answer with detailed examples
from both texts, including brief quotations' so ensure that you provide
evidence and explanation for the points that you make.
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y. Examiner Comments

The top level response begins by looking at the different perspectives of the
two newspapers that published the articles, which is an interesting and
insightful point of comparison.

The response develops in strength as it moves onward and is always
thorough and at some times perceptive e.g. the comments on the end of Text
One: 'the writer adds at the end 'He laughs. Alone." which indicates a more
negative feeling about his actions'.

A fairly comprehensive range of points is covered and there is analysis of
tone, language and structure.

This moves quite securely into level 5.
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Question 6

Candidates are required to answer just one writing task, but it carries half of the total marks
available for the paper and so they must ensure that they allow sufficient time to plan and organise
their response.

There are two assessment objectives for writing.

* AO4: Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for
specific purposes and audiences. (27 marks spread over 5 levels)

* AOS5: Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate
paragraphing and accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation. (18 marks spread over 5 levels)

Question 6 proved to be the more popular writing task with two thirds of the candidates opting to
answer it. On the whole, it was answered very successfully, producing some engaging writing and
one examiner stated that it was pleasing to see 'some spectacularly mature, genuinely witty,
erudite letters that demonstrate a strong awareness of the wider world as well as the teenage
psyche'.

Some candidates did not appear to have read the whole question and assumed that they were
being asked to write the article itself rather than a letter in response to an article and, as such, did
not show a complete understanding of purpose. Many, however wrote impassioned pieces often
fiercely combatting the statement and drawing on their own experiences of activites such as The
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, travel to far-flung destinations, voluntary work overseas. Some
acknowledged the truth of the statement but directed the blame for this towards schools, pushy or
fearful parents and the easy availability of technology.

Many interesting responses explored the nature of adventure and how this might have altered over
time. Some argued quite convincingly that technology could be seen as expanding the realms of
adventure and others argue that the adventure for young people lay in preserving the future of the
planet and some made pertinent references to the 'Youth 4 Climate Change' marches.

More pedestrian responses tended to take quite a narrow view, often repeating the rather
simplistic idea that youngsters should put their phones down and go outside, whilst the best
responses considered a range of viewponts, often including references to experts, statistics, facts
and surveys in a convincing manner. One examiner was pleased to see candidates 'adding
verisimilitude to their pieces by inventing imaginative details from the 'original' article in order to
respond to them in their letter'.

Most candidates used an appropriate salutation and valediction; there is no requirement for the
use of sender and recipient addresses.

Technical accuracy was of variable quality inevitably on an untiered paper with missing punctuation
something that a number of examiners noticed and which could impede clarity of expression. One
examiner felt that 'there was some excellent use of dashes in parenthesis'. Most responses
included a range of sentence structures, and signposting the line of argument with discourse
markers was often key for a successful response.

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01



Chosen question number: Question6 B  Question7 [

.........................

—entitled }foung peopig mw fotc& ______ a.n.fj ....... clesire. .
L Eor. _aduenture . keconse. | Haanh Haa k. Hour. ..
_OpPINION IS, SOME WOnAX _noeunre . and. L. uooutd. lilte
fofxprc&sbtdomwﬂmmmoﬂqusm;:m.

...................................

Asm Young..person.. Mﬁsexg | _feet Yok chhoe 1S

aatzbnmmmmﬂmxcmgnungpmplemmmjgm
Ladueniure. buk. O \ALR _OF ORPOMUNKY O ACCESS..
to. Eu:h ACHYIFESe. BS L ke Was. ledke. | Kknow. | am. .

..........................................................

EVery Aoy Wwe. 0UR. Coopech. OP.IN...& UASSIOOM. .
,,,.Je,ammg Maxhs,  saenee.. e.nghsh.

mggb«jsoMCM3QQMers¢Cank@mm¢ ...........
RO e oK. O e

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01

47



Aoetiene. ook, i€ gven. the . OpPOCADMG, MOYS......
..... Hoonspmple:.munkd\bea.bmh(zmmw
...... Adesire. gor. eng.  adaoentusrovS.. 1O oouAks 8.
LAIe. Seen. AS..a. genem.uom Oha. ste.s
SCreens. . and .  dees nok. . conmmang
LONe. anotes.,. bk 08 o mnok. Lve D e SOMNAR.
,‘-Hmesm Yo ol Puends oue bec.mnrg

lcUen ~dEds. mcmmm an Has..
Iastewegamum;msmmwnsm
Villages nas> Mhorased. foy 6Fs o This is Has
—problem,.it's. not. e Chulden. whe cde. Not..
onlyHus buk. we. howe. gee--n No. Q. (ree. e« As
Childen . we.. QU@ Senk o SreO\t Loe aue. Senk.

...... CRAIMNS .. HQL.Q oJe. HQLJng pe.gp\c,expec,tgdmw
Shhe e 1o exploxe. ool ioe..

LOR..OUC. CconbBtank Lﬂvdeigm.pkd.pwr\ bB ....... mn:z

..1cl.m awene. ok sHhoe  OUR . plqc.n_& 'fbgomc.hmp
hmthmMorcmh&erenhpzHluchpfoum
adventusoos. GokVites oy Somg prople. buk..SHhese.

48 |IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01



...You. w Ut

Ve ok Lo oL ook (C Huw\g
e NV G 3.V l heold..an. mmam{.mmca_mjn ....... YOu,..

IGCSE English Language 4EA1 01 49



50

.
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Examiner Comments

This is a confident and assured response. The candidate opens with a strong
assertion and goes on to express their thoughts and ideas quite vehemently
and certainly successfully. Ideas are well-reasoned and developed.

Whilst this does not have the qualities of perception or subtlety required for
level 5 AO4, it is firmly within level 4.

The vocabulary is wide, but not extensive, a range of punctuation is used
deliberately and this is structured cohesively with a good range of effective
paragraph openers. The mark for AO5 is at the top of level 4.
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/ ResultsPlus
'/"*‘ Examiner Comments

The candidate communicates very clearly and presents a series of ideas and
opinions that show a clear sense of purpose. There is fully appropriate form,
tone and register used throughout.

The candidate opts to agree with the statement and only briefly touches on a
different point of view: 'To be fair, some young people do enjoy being
adventurous', but this is not explored.

The letter is quite competently organised and, whilst not sufficiently
ambitious in either the scope of its idea or vocabulary and punctuation to
move into level 4, it does meet all level 3 criteria for both AOs.

This is a good example of an extremely secure level 3 which gains top marks
within the level for each AO.

*\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

It can be a good idea to consider alternative points of view within your
writing.
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/ ResultsPlus
'/"*‘ Examiner Comments

There is a very clear sense of ‘voice’ in this letter which is written with great
fluency and some flair. It is very well-crafted and the move from the heights
of ambition for adventure in South Korea to the more everyday adventures of
walks with the dog to new places is very successful.

The challenges to perceptions of young people are subtle and persuasive and
place this within level 5 for AO4. The single sentence paragraphs, which you
might more usually expect to find within a speech, are used skilfully within
this letter to add emphasis to the points made. There is an extensive
vocabulary (‘craving', '‘prevalent’, 'inhibited’) and, whilst there might be a
greater range of punctuation, it is used accurately and with precision.

*\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Consider how features such as short sentences and repetition can be used to
good effect in your writing.
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Question 7

Whilst not as many candidates chose this question, examiners felt that it was also very accessible
and that most candidates were able to focus well on the task with effective strategies. Inevitably,
many responses focused on the importance of exam preparation e.g. taking mocks seriously,
writing useful notes, creating a revision timetable etc. Many picked up on the Scout motto of ‘Be
prepared’ and there were also many paraphrasings of Benjamin Franklin’s ‘By failing to prepare,
you are preparing to fail'. There was a wide range of examples that candidates cited from the
importance of music practise to training for sporting events to preparing for a date or a new job.

At the lower level, there was a tendency to repeat ideas and a lack of persuasive examples, and in
the middle ranges there was sound if rather generalised advice, but one examiner said that many
of the responses that they had seen were ‘insightful, interesting, passionate and honest’ and
another said that the best responses were able to ‘create a very convincing authoritative and
advisory tone'’. These candidates were often able to express complex ideas with clarity in a manner
that connected strongly with the intended reader.

The guide format lent itself to clear paragraphing and many candidates made efficient and
appropriate use of sub-headings and occasional bullet-pointing.

Chosen question number: Question6 LI Question7 X
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/ ResultsPlus
/""“‘" Examiner Comments

i
By
|

This is a very brief response. There is a capital letter at the start, a comma
and no full stop. There is some correct spelling.

There is a clear idea expressed but no development, so communication
remains at a basic level. Using best-fit, the response meets the criteria for top
mark in level 1 for both AOs.

\ ResuitsPlus
, Examiner Tip

Managing your time carefully is very important. Ensure that you allow
sufficient time to answer the writing question which is worth half of your total
marks for this paper.
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/ ResultsPlus
/"“‘ Examiner Comments

s
S
|

This piece improves as the candidate moves through their ideas, but there is
a clear introduction followed by a personal anecdote and then the example of
a rugby match and consequences of a lack of preparation.

The ending of the response has an effectively-placed appeal to the reader
and it is quite well-organised overall. There is a wide range of vocabulary but
also a number of spelling errors.

The response is moving towards level 4 in both AOs but does not quite do
enough and remains at the top of level 3.

\. Examiner Tip

Taking a few moments to produce a brief plan can help you to organise your
thoughts and ideas.
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This is an extremely successful response with a very secure realisation of
purpose and form, tone and register are all very effective with address to the

reader in a friendly manner (Now, if you- like a younger me-) helping to
convey the message.

Ideas are managed cohesively and, whilst they may not be sufficiently
complex or subtle for level 5, the criteria for AO4 level 4 are met entirely.
Punctuation is positioned strategically, there is a very wide vocabulary but
there are a few slips in spelling. For AO5 this also reaches top of level 4.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Be aware of the different assessment objectives to ensure that you focus your answers
specifically on the varying question requirements.

* Answer Question 2 in your own words as far as possible; do not copy out large chunks of the text.

¢ Use quotations to support, rather than make, points for Question 3 and ensure that you offer
some explanation of the points in your own words. Do not spend time analysing language
quoted in Question 3.

* Do not waste time on a general introduction or conclusion in Question 4- every sentence should
be earning marks. Consider the effects of language and structure features within the context of
the given extract in this question. Ensure that you focus on the question and do not just provide
a general overview.

* Make a range of comparative points in Question 5: link similar elements such as content, theme,
tone, purpose, narrative voice, language and support points with relevant quotations or textual
references.

* Take time to make a brief plan for the higher tariff questions (5 and 6 or 7).

* Consider the given form and audience for the writing task and use these to inform register and
tone. Try to use a wide vocabulary and varied sentence structures. Aim for a structured, cohesive
and complete piece of writing. Allow time to proof-read in order to achieve the highest possible

degree of accuracy.

* Read all instructions carefully and attempt every question.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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